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PURPOSE
Flagstaff Medical Center On-line Medical Direction Physicians will attempt to not terminate resuscitation of patients once transport by prehospital agencies has been initiated.

DEFINITIONS
1.
ARS 11-596:  statute that prohibits a body from being moved once death pronouncement has occurred until the Medical Examiner has approved removal.

2.
ARS 11-593:  statute that determines reporting requirements concerning deaths that must be reported to law enforcement and must be investigated by the county medical examiner.

PROCEDURE

1.
If at all possible termination of resuscitation should be at the scene, not in transport units, or have resuscitative efforts continued until the patient is transported to the closest facility.

2.
In the event that a termination of effort order is received by a transport agency, the unit will stop at the closest safe point and notify law enforcement, per their communications policy, that a death has occurred in their unit.

EXCEPTION
If during an inter-facility transport there is a valid “Do No Resuscitate” order present the on-line physician may provide for withholding or termination of efforts.  The transporting agency will then follow 2 above.
INCLUDED DOCUMENTS
ARS 11-593 Reporting of Certain Deaths:  Autopsies; Failure to Report; Classification

ARS 11-596  Removal or Disturbance of Body or Effects or Weapons Without Consent Prohibited
RELATED DOCUMENTS
N/A
REFERENCES


N/A

ARS 11-593 Reporting of Certain Deaths:  Autopsies; Failure to Report; Classification
A. 
Any person having knowledge of the death of a human being including a fetal death shall promptly notify the nearest peace officer of all information in the person's possession regarding the death and the circumstances surrounding it under any of the following circumstances:

1. 
Death when not under the current care of a health care provider as defined pursuant to section 36-301.

2. 
Death resulting from violence.

3. 
Death occurring suddenly when in apparent good health.

4. 
Death occurring in a prison.

5. 
Death of a prisoner.

6. 
Death occurring in a suspicious, unusual or unnatural manner.

7. 
Death from disease or an accident believed to be related to the deceased's occupation or employment.

8. 
Death believed to present a public health hazard.

9. 
Death occurring during, in association with or as a result of anesthetic or surgical procedures.

10. 
Death involving unidentifiable bodies.

B. 
The peace officer shall promptly notify the county medical examiner or alternate medical examiner and, except in deaths occurring during, in association with or as a result of surgical or anesthetic procedures from natural diseases, shall promptly make or cause to be made an investigation of the facts and circumstances surrounding the death and report the results to the medical examiner or alternate medical examiner. If there is no county medical examiner or alternate medical examiner appointed and serving within the county, the county sheriff shall be notified by the peace officer and the sheriff shall in turn notify and secure a licensed physician having the qualifications of an alternate medical examiner to perform the death investigation or to arrange for an autopsy.

C. 
Every person who knows of the existence of a body where death occurred as specified in subsection A of this section and who knowingly fails to notify the nearest peace officer as soon as possible unless the person has good reason to believe that notice has already been given is guilty of a class 2 misdemeanor.

D. 
If the deceased was under treatment for an accident or illness by prayer or spiritual means alone, in accordance with the tenets and practices of a well-recognized church or religious denomination, and death occurred without a physician or nurse practitioner in attendance, the person who has knowledge of the death shall report all information in the person's possession regarding the death and circumstances surrounding it directly to the county medical examiner or the alternate medical examiner who may waive an external examination or autopsy if the county medical examiner or alternate medical examiner is satisfied that the death of the person resulted from natural causes.

E. 
Each county shall provide to the department of public safety fingerprints of all deceased persons for whom the circumstances of death require an external examination or autopsy and whose deaths are required to be investigated pursuant to this section. These fingerprints shall be on a form provided by the department of public safety and shall be accompanied by any other information regarding the physical description and the date and place of death the department of public safety requires. Fingerprints taken pursuant to this section shall be used only for the purpose of purging criminal history files. All information and data in the department of public safety that are furnished in compliance with this section are confidential and may be disclosed only on written approval of the director of the department of public safety to the juvenile court, social agencies and public health and law enforcement agencies licensed or regulated by this state. 

11-596 Removal or Disturbance of Body or Effects or Weapons Without Consent Prohibited
A. 
A human body or body suspected of being human shall not be removed from the place where the death occurred, if the death is of a nature requiring investigation, without first obtaining permission of the county medical examiner or alternate medical examiner. 

B. 
Embalming, cleansing of the surfaces of the body or other alteration of the appearance or state of the body, clothing or personal effects shall not be performed until the permission of the county medical examiner or alternate medical examiner has been obtained. A funeral director or embalmer who receives custody of a human body from a county medical examiner or alternate medical examiner is deemed to have the permission required by this subsection, unless permission is expressly withheld by the county medical examiner or alternate medical examiner.

C. 
A person, except a law enforcement agent in the performance of the agent's duties, shall not remove from the place of death or from the body of the deceased any of the effects of the deceased, or instruments or weapons that may have been used in the death requiring investigation, without prior permission of the county medical examiner, alternate medical examiner or the investigating law enforcement agent.
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