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PURPOSE
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interfacility patient transfers on an emergency basis are commonly initiated when definitive diagnosis or therapeutic needs of a patient are beyond the capacity of one facility.

a.
The receiving facility physician must be contacted by the transferring physician and agree to accept the patient prior to transfer.

b.
All patients should be stabilized as much as possible before transfer.

c.
The level of emergency personnel and mode of transportation shall be consistent with the level of care required, as dictated by the patient's status and anticipated problems.

d.
If the transport team is composed of emergency medical care technicians (EMT, AEMT, Paramedic) only, then the administrative Base Hospital shall be contacted to discuss crew composition, nature of transport, and orders prior to leaving the transferring facility.

e.
If the transport team includes an RN or MD, then the administrative Base Hospital does not need to be contacted as the RN or MD is acting as an agent of the sending facility and the responsibility for the patient en route lies with the sending facility.

f.
ALS providers must receive an adequate summary of the patient's condition, current treatment, possible complications and other pertinent medical information by the physician or nurse.  Transfer papers (summary, lab work, x-rays, etc.), shall be given to the ALS provider.

g.
Appropriate treatment orders shall be given to the ALS provider by the ALS Base Hospital on-line physician in conjunction with the sending physician.  The administrative ALS Base Hospital on-line physician's orders are the final authority for pre-hospital personnel should any conflict in patient management occur.
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